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Application/Control Number: 09/960, 1 82 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2611 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-3, and 6, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hylton (5708961) in view of Edson (6526581). 

As for claim 1 , Hylton discloses a wireless cable system for transmitting audio 
and video signals within a residence (536 - Fig. 8B) comprising: 

(a) a main transmitter box (10 - Fig. 1, IO2 - Fig. 8B), the main transmitter box 
including at least one coaxial cable input (540 - Fig. 8B, col. 32, lines 57-61, col. 36, 
lines 1 3-16), the main transmitter box further including at least one audio/video output 
(27 - Fig. 1, col. 6, lines 18-26), the main transmitter box having an incorporated 
transmitter (21 & 27 - Fig. 1, col. 6, lines 18-26) capable of transmitting audio and video 
signals via low band signal, the audio and video signals being received from an input 
source connected to the coaxial cable input (col. 8, lines 24-30, col. 3, lines 18-26); (The 
transmitter transmits audio visual signals to the set top terminals via radio frequency in 
the 50-850 MHz range, -col. 5, lines 41-46. This range is low band relative to the 902- 
908 MHz range discussed in col. 8, lines 29-33.), 
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(b) a plurality of receivers (100 - Fig. 8B & Fig. 1), each receivers designed to 
pick up the low band signal emitted by the main transmitter box - (As discussed above 
in 1 (a), the transmitter transmits low band signals which the set top terminal picks up. 
col. 8, lines 1-3), and 

(c) a plurality of television sets (103 - Fig. 1 & Fig. 8B), each television set being 
hooked up to a receiver, each television set capable of receiving both regularly available 
television stations and video and audio signals from the transmitter box - col. 8, lines 6- 
17, col. 4, lines 54-67. 

However, Hylton fails to disclose wherein the main transmitter box includes at 
least three audio/visual inputs. 

In an analogous art, Edson discloses wherein the main transmitter box (13 - Fig. 
1) includes three audio/visual inputs (15, 17, 19 - Fig. 1; ADSL line (15 - Fig. 1) 
provides access to the Internet which provides audio/video data to the user. Coaxial 
cable (17 - Fig. 1) connects the user to a CATV system. Additional link (19 - Fig.1) can 
connect the user to any additional audio/visual service which the user elects. All three 
of these lines provide wide area network connections to the user. - col. 5, lines 45-58, 
col. 6, lines 18-22, col. 6, lines 28-40, col. 6, lines 48-50, col. 6, lines 57-67, col. 10, 
lines 24-37). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify Hylton's system to include three audio/visual inputs, as 
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taught by Edson, for the advantage of providing the user with different sources of wide 

area connections. 



As for claim 2, Hylton and Edson disclose wherein the plurality of receivers would 
preferably comprise at least four receivers. In particular, Hylton discloses wherein four 
receivers are serviced - col. 5, lines 7-11, col. 12, lines 6-11. 

As for claim 3, Hylton and Edson disclose the coaxial cable being connected to 
the coaxial cable input, the coaxial cable designed to carry cable television signals. In 
particular, Hylton discloses as shown in Fig. 8B, the coaxial cable is connected to the 
main transmitter box. The coaxial cable transmits television programming to the main 
transmitter box to be relayed wirelessly to the set top tenninals. - col. 36, lines 1-12, 
col. 2, lines 62-67, col. 3, lines 1-17. 

As for claim 6, Hylton and Edson disclose wherein each television set hooked up 
to a receiver would be hooked up via a coaxial cable. In particular, Hylton discloses 
wherein the RF output of the modulator (139 - Fig. 4) is connected via coaxial cable to 
the television set - col. 16, lines 25-30. 
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3. Claim 4 Is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hylton in 
view of Edson as applied to claim 3 above, and further in view of Kahn (5978649). 

As for claim 4, Hylton fails to disclose wherein the main transmitter box would 
further include the capability to perform an automatic channel screening to exclude the 
possibility of an individual choosing a station not available in a particular geographic 
area. 

In an analogous art, Kahn discloses wherein the microprocessor (42 - Fig. 3) of 
a temiinal (38 - Fig. 3; main transmitter box) blacks out reception of a particular channel 
for all receiver units (26 - Fig. 2) in a particular zip code (geographic area) such that the 
user is denied access for a particular channel which the user is not authorized to access 
based on the user's geographic location - col. 5, lines 24-43, lines 50-67, col. 6, lines 1- 
6. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify Hylton's system to include wherein the main transmitter 
box would further include the capability to perform an automatic channel screening to 
exclude the possibility of an individual choosing a station not available in a particular 
geographic area, as taught by Kahn, for the advantage of denying access for a 
particular channel which the user is not authorized to access based on his/her 
geographic location. 
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4. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hylton in 
view of Edson as applied to claim 1 above, and further In view of Crawford 
(5418526). 

As for claim 5, Hylton fails to disclose wherein each receiver would further 
include a self-timer and a sleep function, with the self-timer and sleep function on each 
receiver being controlled by the main transmitter box. - 

In an analogous art, Crawford discloses wherein the slave bus controller circuit 
(102 - Fig. 1; receiver) includes a sleep timer (198 - Fig. 3; sleep function) and a time- 
out counter (self-timer). The main transmitter (106 - Fig. 1) transmits information over 
the network to the slave bus controller circuit (receiver). If there is no network activity 
for the time period defined by the sleep timer, the RC oscillator is turned off such that 
the slave bus controller circuit will "sleep" until activity is once again encountered on the 
network (104 - Fig. 3) for the advantage of conserving power - col. 8, lines 3-16, col. 2, 
lines 65-67. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify Hylton's system to include wherein each receiver would 
further include a self-timer and a sleep function, with the self-timer and sleep function on 
each receiver being controlled by the main transmitter box, as taught by Crawford, for 
the advantage of conserving power at the receiver end. 

Conclusion 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sumaiya A. Chowdhury whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-8567. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 9-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on (571) 272-7292. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding Is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infomnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications Is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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